
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 July 2020 
 
 
 
 
Matthew Clark 
Acting Manager, Regulatory Developments  
44 The Terrace  
PO Box 2351  
Wellington 6140  
New Zealand 
 
By email: regulation.branch@comcom.govt.nz 
 
 
 
Dear Matthew 
 
Re:  Draft decision and reasons on Stage 1 of Transpower’s Waikato and Upper North Island 
Voltage Management staged major capex project 
 
Genesis Energy Limited welcomes the opportunity to comment on the Commission’s draft 
decision approving Transpower’s major capex proposal to maintain voltage stability in the 
Waikato and Upper North Island region. 
 
The Commission’s draft decision notes that Genesis has not announced long-term plans for 
the ongoing operation or decommissioning of the Rankine units at Huntly Power Station, but 
Transpower’s proposal has been designed on the basis that the Rankines exit without 
replacement from late 2022. 
 
It is correct that Genesis has not made any commitments regarding the Rankines’ long-term 
operation, or potential alternative configurations of the five active generating units at the 
site, and we would caution against participants making large capex commitments based on 
an expectation of reduced generation capacity at Huntly. 
 
Indeed, the most recent change in Huntly’s operation has been temporarily reinstating a 
Rankine unit that had previously been in storage, restoring 240 MW of capacity in response 
to a tightening in supply. 
 
Genesis’ ongoing management of the Huntly assets will continue on the basis of market 
conditions and expected market developments. Should a commitment be made that results 
in material changes in generating capacity at the Huntly power station (whether that results 
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in an increase or a decrease), Genesis will inform the market of its plans in accordance with 
market disclosure requirements. 
 
Transpower has consulted extensively throughout the options development process, and we 
continue to stand by our feedback to the long list and short list consultations. To reiterate, 
Genesis considers non-transmission solutions should be prioritised until there is greater 
certainty concerning changes in demand and supply in the region. Uncertainty concerning the 
generation balance has only increased following confirmation that the Tiwai Point aluminium 
smelter is to close next year. 
 
Genesis looks forward to the results of Transpower’s assessment of NTSs. 
 
If you have any questions in relation to this submission please contact me at 
matt.ritchie@genesisenergy.co.nz, or by phone 027 204 3864. 
 
 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 

 
 
Matt Ritchie 
Senior Advisor, Regulatory Affairs and Government Relations 
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