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Premium Spices Torbay Limited: Warning under the Fair Trading Act 1986 for
false or misleading place of origin representations

1. The Commerce Commission has been investigating Premium Spices Torbay Limited
(Premium Spices) under the Fair Trading Act. We have now completed our
investigation and are writing to alert you to our concerns.

2. In summary, the Commission considers that Premium Spices has made misleading
representations about the places of origin of its dried organic blackcurrants and its
organic walnuts halves. In the Commission’s view, Premium Spices’ conduct is likely
to have breached the Fair Trading Act.

3 If this behaviour is continuing at the present time, we recommend that you take
immediate action to address our concerns and seek legal advice about complying
with the Fair Trading Act.

The investigation

4, During our investigation the Commission considered a complaint which alleged that,
on its Trade Me listing, Premium Spices was representing imported walnuts halves as
being from Canterbury, New Zealand.

5. We sought information from Premium Spices about the country of origin of a range
of its products, including walnut halves and dried blackcurrants. In February 2018 we
conducted an interview with Premium Spices to further clarify its claims regarding
New Zealand grown products.

Walnuts halves

6. During the interview you said that Premium Spices currently sells organic Californian
walnut halves. You explained that in the past you have sold organic New Zealand
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